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PublicHealtfa
Prevent. Promote. Protect.

Administration Division Phone: (518)565-4840 Fax: (518)565-4717

March 15, 2020

Dr. Mark C. Davey, Ed.D.
District Superintendent/Chief Executive Officer
Champlain Valley Educational Services
P.O. Box 455
Plattsburgh, N.Y. 12901

Re: Clinton County Health Department Recommendation for School Closures in Clinton County

Dr. Davey,

As we just discussed during today's meeting with School District Superintendents in Clinton and Essex County; the
Clinton County Health Department (CCHD) submits this letter of recommendation to you and all School
Superintendents in Clinton County.

As you all know, 2019-Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is an infection associated with fever and signs and symptoms
of pneumonia or other respiratory illness, appears to be transmitted from person to person predominantly through
droplet transmission and, if spread in the population, could have significant public health consequences.

On March 7, 2020 New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo declared a State of Emergency across New York State in
response to increasing numbers of diagnosed 2019-nCoV cases in the state. The New York State Department of Health
subsequently issued movement and monitoring guidance for asymptomatic persons with potential exposure to 2019-
nCoV. In addition to enacting an emergency declaration, the Governor has also implemented mass gathering
restrictions for events with 500 or more attendees and capacity restrictions for events smaller than 500 effective March
13 at 5:00pm. To read more about these restrictions, please see Governor Cuomo's March 12, 2020 Announcement
Regarding New Mass Gatherings Regulations.

According to the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control (CDC) "community
mitigation is a set of actions that persons and communities can take to help slow the spread of respiratory virus
infections". Community mitigation is best implemented before widespread transmission which will ensure infection
does not persist or spread through a population.

The Clinton County Health Department strongly recommends that ALL schools in Clinton County take substantial
measures now, while we are not seeing widespread transmission in our community, to best protect students and their
families from COVID-19.
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"Persons who have any physical mobility or other needs, call the telephone number above to arrange for accommodations"



Our recommendations which is in line with CDC recommendations, includes immediate enactment of the following
community mitigation sfa-ategies:

. Long-term school dismissals as a preventive measure.

. Cancellation of school-associated congregations, particularly those with participation of high-risk individuals.

. Implementation of distance learning if feasible.
Adherence to the New York State Department of Health and New York State Education School (PreK-12)
Guidance: COVID19.

We understand these recommendations will cause a disruption to daily operations and we are available to address any
questions you have. The goals of implementing these strategies include: the protection of the students, families and
individuals at increased risk for severe illness, including older adults and those with underlying health condition and
maintenance of the healthcare and critical infrastructure workforces in our jurisdiction. We are confident that the public
health benefit to implementing these measures far outweighs inaction and continuation of school programming.

For more information, please call our department me and/or Erin Streiff, RN, MPH, CCHD Director of Health Care
Services at (518) 565-4840, and/or visit www.cdc.or or www-health.n ov.

Sincerely,

^
J M. Kano P.E., P.O.

irector of Public Health

ec: Mark Henry, Chainnan - Clinton County Legislator
Mike Zurlo, Clinton County Administrator
Rodney Brown, Clinton County Deputy Administrator
Dr. Kathleen Camelo, Clinton County Board of Health Vice President
Erin Streiff, CCHD Health Care Services Division Director
Karen Derusha, CCHD Public Information Officer
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